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FOR ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN RAILWAYS 


Saturday 28th September, 1985, that one day in Septem- 
ber, the day the Victorian Football League holds its head 
high and stages their Grand Final. It is also the last day of 
the Royal Melbourne Show and a day the Met comes into 

its own. 

_ With a combined attendance of over 180,000 people, 
trains become a popular mode of transport. Specials are 
run on all lines to the M.C.G., there is a shuttle service 
every few minutes from Flinders St to the Showgrounds, 
combining these with the normal Saturday service means 

the busiest day of the year for the operating staff. It’s a 

good thing the races are at Moonee Valley and do not 

require special trains. 

If everyone had to go by car they would spend hours 
trying to get into carparks, whereas going by train they are 
taken virtually right to the door without any problems. 
Things nearly always run alright and the passengers would 
not notice how smoothly things were run. But let their 

Monday morning train run a minute late and all you hear 
is “Can the Met ever do anything right’’. 


Front Cover: Following the last run of wooden red 
carriages in regular passenger train service during 
August, this morning scene taken during October 1983 of 
B78 hauling a set of wooden red cars on a local 


commuter train leaving Bacchus Marsh was then a 
common sight. All too soon the blue and gold locomotive 
colour scheme and the background semaphore signals 
will also eventually disappear. (Michael de Josselin) 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR NON-MEMBERS 


Mailed flat, with supplements not provided with across- 
the-counter copies. 


May - April — $23.00 
November - April — $12.00 


All subscriptions expire with the April issue. Write to 
ARHS Membership Officer, Box 5177AA, GPO 
Melbourne 3001, for subscriptions and details of member- 
ship, monthly meetings and activities. 


Newsrail is published by the Australian Railway Historical 
Society Victorian Division and details Victorian railway hap- 
penings and related items. Opinions expressed in Newsrail 
are not necessarily those of ARHS or of its members. 
Material published in Newsrail may be reproduced with 
acknowledgement unless otherwise indicated. All articles and 
illustrations remain the copyright of the author and 
publisher. ISSN 0310-7477. 


Opposite above: Thurs.12.9.85 saw the first train operate 
over the newly constructed Webb Dock line. G514 is 
photographed crossing over the Yarra River adjacent to 
the Johnston St road bridge with a test load of containers 


bound for the Webb Dock terminal. 


Opposite below: After having successfully completed the 
journey to Webb Dock, G514 reverses around its train at 
the terminus. (Both photos George Bambery) 
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ARHS Yarram Tours 


In the midst of winter, tour organisers face the 
challenge of coaxing even the more ardent railfans out 
of centrally heated homes to enjoy a day out on the 
“steel thruway’’, to quote the advertising of the 1960s. 
The ARHS Tours Committee selected Yarram as a 
destination likely to appeal: within three days of book- 
ings opening one railmotor had been filled, and it 
became necessary to run a second tour. 

The initial tour utilised 56-year-old DERM, 62RM, 
on Saturday, 29th June 1985, and, despite some incle- 
ment weather, good photostops and excellent catering 
together with on-time operation combined to result in 
a successful day. 


On Saturday, 13th July, under the guidance of 
S4763/85, passengers assembled at Spencer St plat- 
form 11 for a one minute late departure at 08 50 with 
faithful 62RM again in attendance. A fairly rare non- 
stop run was enjoyed through Flinders St, and the 
Down local line was used to Caulfield, a Down Dan- 
denong 6-car Hitachi being briefly paralleled near 
Hawksburn. Although no stops were scheduled en 
route to Dandenong, an unscheduled stop at Clayton 
was made when the V/Line railmotor foreman pre- 
sented himself on the platform. 


A three minute pickup stop at Dandenong saw the 
special still on time; the veteran conveyance was soon 
racing past the Commonwealth Engineering Plant 
where new Comeng trains could be seen stabled. With 
Cranbourne, Koo-Wee-Rup, Lang Lang and Nyora all 
being attended, the driver had no difficulty bettering 
the schedule, the first photo being held at Tooradin, a 
location at which the rail services no longer stop. A 
more picturesque location was on Bena Bank (milepost 
64.5), although the rain resulted in photographers 
scurrying towards the highway overbridge for a hurried 
exposure or two. 

Upon arrival at Korumuburra 24 minutes early at 
10 58, passengers inspected the large buildings, the red 
brickwork being pleasantly picked out in yellow. T322 
hauling a VOCX and VVPP idled in the yard prior to 
the 12 30 scheduled departure of the Up goods which 
would later shunt Koala siding, the sand loading from 
there to Spotswood being the line’s heaviest traffic. 
Amongst other wagons in the yard were 2/AOOX of 
pipes consigned Kewdale to Barry Beach, a traffic nor- 
mally road hauled. 

After a crew change, 62RM departed the ‘‘Burra’’ at 
11 25. At Leongatha, tractor 38RT was stabled by the 
goods shed in the empty yard. Two photostops in quick 
succession were held featuring trestle bridges in the 
Koonwarra - Buffalo section, though at the second pro- 
ceedings were enlivened by a raucous ‘‘cocky”’ con- 
cerned that the photographers might have an adverse 
effect on the ‘mothers-to-be’ of the bovine population 
resident nearby. Fish Creek saw a five minute halt; 
prior to Foster, the hilly country allowed a stationary 
shot featuring a Wilson’s Promontory background. At 
Foster, passengers wandered around during the stop 
(11 28-39), with the special being four minutes early 
on departure. 

The Franklin River may conjure grand visions, but 
that of like name en route to Toora could be described 
as more of a backwater, nevertheless, 62RM gracing 
the small trestle attracted most on board out of the 
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train. A quick ‘‘record’’ stop at Toora for the photo- 
graphers preceded arrival at Barry Beach Junction, a 
location that arguably sees more traffic destined for the 
branch than the main. We were soon clattering along 
the short rail joints, to arrive Barry Beach, Marine Ter- 
minal at 14 20, 10 early. With the kind cooperation of 
Esso-BHP, the special was allowed through the nor- 
mally locked gates, and passengers had various aspects 
of the joint venturers’ operation explained by a staff 
member during the 27 minute stop. The return along 
the branch included a four minute photostop. 

Back on the main, a 15 08 departure, twelve down, 
allowed us to trundle along. The former dual gauge sta- 
tion of Welshpool was halted at for six minutes, and 
brief photos at the site of Gelliondale and also Alber- 
ton were held before arrival at the extreme Down end 
of Yarram yard at 16 03, 22 early. 

As the town’s main street is only two blocks from 
the station, patrons availed of the opportunity for 
refreshment purchases before a departure four 
minutes down at 1650. Although dark, stops were 
made at Welshpool and Toora (six and sixteen minutes 
respectively) to avoid too early an arrival at Korum- 
burra, where the special halted at 1959, six early. 
Along the roomy platform, passengers were soon eat- 
ing the T-bones cooked on the gas barbecue especially 
set up near the exit, to the amazement of some football 
followers who arrived on the 18 26 Down Leongatha 
pass. hauled by P17 at 20 26. Surprisingly, a total of 50 
were on this train on arrival here; patronage good for a 
Saturday night. 

62RM departed Korumburra four late at 20 49. Brief 
stops at Nyora, Koo-Wee-Rup and Cranbourne to 
change the staff were the only interruption to a five 
early 22 09 arrival at Dandenong. Further set down 
stops were at Murrumbeena and Caulfield, one late at 
22 37, before arrival back in the city. 

Credit for the successful operation of the Society’s 
301st tour must go to Bruce Payne, tour organiser, 
David Goodwin, booking officer, and Ken Coram/ 
John Garland, photostop organisers and caterers 
extraordinaire. One can only hope that the pleasant 
rumblings of a DERM can be heard again on the 
‘““Great Southern Railway’’. 


Do you find you have nothing to do on 
Tuesday nights? 


Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the Down 
platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 
there! 


P. J. P. PRODUCTIONS 
20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437 
MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 


Australia-wide Mail Service, write for stock/price lists. 
Please advise if HO/OO — Nor O scale lists required. 


NEWSRAIL 


| K190 departs Yarram during an ARHS special on Sat.9.5.81. (John Dare) 


epee ya the summit of Bena Bank with the 15 58 “mixed train’ bound for Yarram on Tues.30.12.80. 
John Dare 
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Wagon Bodies Around the State Part 2A 


Since ‘Wagon Bodies around the State — Part 2’ was 
published in Newsrail, May 1982, a number of correc- 
tions and additions have been found and the text 
should be amended accordingly. 


Page 84: 

HH11: Delete existing information and insert: “Built as 
TT19, 16.12.1890 N; to HH11, 11.1957 NML; O.R. 
23.10.1979, B.U. 12.8.1978 Spots Rec. Was stored, 
stencilled ‘Off Reg’ at Williamstown Pier for some 
time prior to disposal. 

12710: Should read ‘12710’. Delete ‘Off Reg’ by 9.29 
and insert: ‘Sold to Bridgewater & Kerang United 
Roller Mills, 21.11.1928. 

132690: Should read ‘13690’ 

114765: Should read ‘114765’ 

T410: Amend u/f to KMQ to read ‘u/f to KMQ85’. 

U281: Amend details to read: ‘Built 7.6.1898 N; O.R. 
5.7.1977, B.U. 21.6.1977 Spots Rec.’ 

U722: Amend details to read: ‘Built 29.4.1914 N; O.R. 
6.9.1977, B.U. 16.12.1977 BN.’ 

VF77: Amend date built to read ‘18.10.1929 N’. 

8YZ: Delete all reference to late 8BD and insert in lieu 
thereof: ‘late BD, number unknown’. 


Page 85: 

Myhree: Amend spelling to read ‘Myrrhee’. 

1873: This date is shown on line 3 against entry for 
NU8, and should read ‘1973’. 

135B: (pass. car) insert: ‘altered to B ex 99 A, 7.1916; 
O.R. 19.3.1964’. Head Office Register shows note 
‘No advice re final disposal’. 

B167: (goods) Amend dates built and entered service 
to read ‘Built 31.8.1959 BN’. 

HD49: Converted ex U101, 22.7.1957 NM. Head 
Office Register shows ex U102 and O.R. 23.10.1979, 
B.U. 7.9.1979 Spots Rec., although at no stage did 
HD49 leave Bright! 

IB at Narre Warren: The IB number was ‘1420’. 


0285 at Huntly on 9.8.81. Note various markings on the wagon body. 


(All photos Daryl Gregory) 


— 
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NU2: Since article was written and published, vehicle 
was shifted to Mordialloc and may now be located at 
Bittern: owner Stephen Watson. 

NU12: Since article was written and published vehicle 
has been shifted from original site to a new site at 
the rear of the former Greta-King Valley Dairy Co 
building on the opposite side of the road. The move 
was almost in a Straight line. 

Tl: Amend to read ‘Built 31.10.1894 N; OLR. 
12.7.1978, although this wagon was sighted stored 
Off Reg. at Tottenham on 20.12.1977. B.U. 
26.7.1978 Spots Rec. | 

U895: Insert ‘Built 13.7.1917 N; Chequerplate floor 
and doors widened 5.73 N; O.R. 10.4.1979. 

29WW: Delete existing information and insert ‘Con- 
verted to Temporary Bunk Car 29WW, 3.7.1957 ex 
71A; B.U. 30.10.1961 and sold to Les Plum, Benalla 
on same date. 


Page 88: 

B234: Add: ‘Built on u/f ex I/IA 15154’. 

HH10: Insert: ‘Built as TT19, 19.11.1890 N; to HH, 
11.1957 A; O.R. 23.10.1979 and B.U. 6.8.1979 Spots 
Rec.’ 

J35: As at 8.6.85, the single tank is still located in Les 
Plum’s scrapyard at Benalla. 

KQ259: Amend vehicle to read ‘K279’. 

0285: Add note: ‘Head Office Register shows BU. 
7.11.1980 BN, Sold to Sims’. 

T vans: Miscellaneous numbers and reference to. 
Wallan storage and subsequent Off Reg. at Wallan, | 
Head Office Register entries indicate that all T vans | 
listed were placed in storage at Wallan on 16.1.1976 
and that they were placed Off Reg. on one of two 
dates, either 19.3.1978 or 19.5.1978. 

T14: Insert: ‘Built 3.12.1894 N; O.R. 19.3.1978 WLN, 
B.U. 27.11.1978 Sims Brooklyn.’ | 

T53: Insert: ‘Built 22.11.1895 N; O.R. 19.5.1978 WLN, | 
B.U. 27.11.1978 Sims Brooklyn.’ 


Above: B339 at Wodonga on 4.8.81. 


| Below: Wagon bodies from left to right: T234-T53-T88 located 
_ adjacent to the former Tatong line at Benalla. 1.8.81. 


| T60: Insert: ‘Built 29.11.1895 N; O.R. 19.5.1978 WLN, 
BU. 27.11.1978 Sims Brooklyn.’ 
—U626: Add: ‘Built 27.7.1912 N; O.R. 20.5.1974 BN.’ 
_U735: Amend details to read: ‘Built 22.5.1914 N, O.R. 
_ 31.7.1975, B.U. 28.11.1975 BN; u/f details remain 
_ as shown. 
~U903: Insert: ‘Built 25.7.1917 N; O.R. 26.8.1974.’ 
(144W: Delete: ‘Was built at Newport in 1888 as 
16AA?, and the body extended at Newport 1911- 
12”, and amend: ‘‘144W is believed to be 411W”’, 
to read: ‘‘144W is actually 441W, with the first and 
last digits being transposed. 441W entered service 
21.11.1958 NB; Kitchen modified 2.1969 NB. No 
other details re O.R. or B.U. dates are available. 
| Also, 144W is not recorded in the present 
Rollingstock Register’’. 
701ZL: Amend details to read: ‘‘Built 18.1.1946 N, on 
welded steel u/f; to ZL, 2.1960 N; Long travel draft 
| gear and long shank coupling 2.1960 N; u/f 
_ strengthened 8.1964 NB; O.R. 7.5.1979, B.U. 
23.7.1979 Sims Brooklyn.” 
720ZL: Amend details to read: ‘Built 6.4.1951 N; to 
ZL, 11.1960 N; Long travel draft gear and long 
shank coupling 11.1960 N; To Spots Rec: ex NB, 
16.3.1979; O.R. 10.4.1979, B.U. 23.7.1979 Sims 
Brooklyn.’ 


Page 134, Newsrail, June 1982: Benalla Locality 
Sketch: 

As the following vehicles have been sold ex Les 
Plum’s Scrapyard, they should be deleted from the 
locality sketch: T14, T68, 266W and 117WW. (T14 
/and T68 are both now located at the North Eastern 
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Ready Mixed Concrete depot in Newman St, 
Wangaratta.) 


Legend of abbreviations used: 
A 


Ararat 
BN Bendigo North 
B.U. Broken Up 
N Newport 
NB Ballarat North 
NM North Melbourne 
NML North Melbourne Loco 
OLR. Off Register 
Spots Rec. Spotswood Reclamation Depot 
u/f underframe 
WLN Wallan 


It had been intended to publish further articles on 
“Wagon Bodies Around the State’ in Newsrail, but 
owing to rising costs of travelling to locate/inspect and 
identify vehicle bodies, and obtaining vehicle informa- 
tion, it is not possible to proceed with Part 3, even 
though Part 3 was originally drafted in 1983 and has 
subsequently been updated several times since, as 
much information is still to be completed or verified. 
However, any reader interested in obtaining/exchang- 
ing Rollingstock information, is invited to contact — 
DMG, 5 Goodwin Crt, Wangaratta Vic. 3677. 


Above: T7214 located at Marquand’s Produce, Benalla. 
18.11.80. 


Below: Off register HD49 at Bright. 8.6.81. 
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Above: J528 works via the old line with a switch trip ex 
Yallourn to Hernes Oak on 23.3.57. (John Buckland) 
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Above: N136 with a coal train from Yallourn awaits line clear 
at the original Hernes Oak Junction during February 1949. 
(John Buckland) 


Right: Y175 passes the later site of Hernes Oak Junction witha | 
load of briquettes from Morwell on 14.7.84. (Peter Foote) 


NEWSRAIL 


Above: The Up Gippslander headed by L1155 passes Hernes Oak on 23.3.57. On left is 
original Yallourn line which closed on 30.3.57. (John Buckland) 


Above: N121 and 137 ona coal train at Yallourn waiting return to Hernes Oak during February 
1949, (John Buckland) 
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Vale Wonthaggi 


If ever there was a train in Australia to earn the 
nickname the ‘“‘surfies’ train’’, it would have to be the 
one that once ran between Nyora and Wonthaggi in 
South Gippsland. On this line, the surfer could alight at 
a station within yards of the breakers for a few hours 
surfing before the return train was due. A trip on the 
branch was an unforgettable experience, and it is 
indeed a pity that trains no longer run. 

The closure of the State Coal Mine at Wonthaggi in 
December 1968 severely disrupted the line’s economy, 
for although superphosphate and general traffic 
remained heavy in-bound to Anderson and 
Wonthaggi, return goods trains were soon conveying 
mainly empties. In the last year of production, the 
State Coal Mine had supplied some 13,000 tons of coal 
the majority being railed for VR purposes. The freight 
train service (which had been downgraded to Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday frequency in 1966) was subsequently 
reduced with the cancellation of the Friday train. 
Diesels (usually ‘‘T’’ class locos which made their first 
inroads on the branch in 1958) worked the twice 
weekly freight in its twilight years, sharing the rails 
with a twice daily diesel railcar from Nyora. In January 
1976, just before the line closed, I made a trip on the 
Wonthaggi service on a delightful blue sky summer’s 
day. 

At Nyora, we all disembarked from the Leongatha 
two-car Walker railcar after an uneventful trip down 
from Melbourne, and stood on the broad platform in 
the morning sun awaiting the Wonthaggi connection 
(which was idling quietly in the siding). Until 1959, 
there was a refreshment room here, and a chance for a 
cup of tea or a piece of cake, but those with empty 
stomachs today had to console themselves until reach- 
ing their destinations. Amidst a cloud of black diesel 
fumes, the Leongatha railcar charged out of the station 
and the Wonthaggi railcar (another Walker car, No.30) 
pulled out of the siding and trundled into the platform 
to take the other’s place. There was the usual scramble 
to get the best seats; I gained a spot at the rear window 
enabling a splendid view of the receding track. With a 
full complement of passengers and surfboards aboard, 
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the railcar trundled out of the station taking the branch 
points at the eastern end of the yard. For a while both 
lines ran parallel, the Wonthaggi line rising gently 
above the other track before sweeping through a curve 
to the south away from the Yarram line. In contrast to 
other notoriously rough branch lines in the state, the 
track was in reasonable condition, and the ride was 
relatively smooth as we glided down through a broad 
valley of dairy farms, hay sheds and milking yards. 
Woodleigh was the first siding encountered, and we 
clattered to a stop to let someone off. On a straight and 
true track bounded by grassy meadows, we rolled 
onwards. A few camp wagons were stowed at Kernot, 
which was passed non stop, as -was Almurta a little 
further on. As the railcar drifted down the light track, 
the valley of the Bass River broadened out until, just 
around Woolamai, the azure waters of Westernport 
Bay could be glimpsed encircling the distant Phillip 
Island. On pale salt spray blown paddocks on both sides 
of the line, flocks of sheep grazed unperturbed by this 
ungainly and noisy intruder barelling along on its way 
ever southward. Flanked by coastal hills to the east, 
Anderson was our second stop, and the station officer 
emerged from his timber office to greet the railcar and 
change the staff. The goods siding contained a mixed 
collection of trucks no doubt containing freight and 
superphosphate for the surrounding district and Phillip 
Island. Proudly featuring a new gantry crane only 
erected in 1970, the station was set amongst sheep pad- 
docks some distance from the township of the same 
name. 

Beyond Anderson, the line curved sharply to the 
east, winding through a series of cuttings around the 
base of the coastal ranges which taper at this point 
abruptly to the ocean. Clattering above the white caps 
of the ocean breakers with a fresh seabreeze ventilat- 
ing the passengers, the railcar rolled delightfully 
onwards, seagulls and sea eagles providing companion- 
ship for the stock grazing in steep paddocks nearby. At 
Kilcunda, we paused to let a few board riders off at the 
little timber station set perched above the headland 
before floating down onto the actual sand dunes them- 


The overgrown remains of Anderson station yard as seen today. (Jim Foley) 


298 


NEWSRAIL | 


Train crew and station staff pose beside T325 with the “last regular revenue train” from Wonthaggi on 3.11.78. The 


last train operated five days later. (Adrian Ball) 


selves, a stone’s throw from the fishermen and swim- 
mers at the water’s edge. Rumbling across the Kil- 
cunda trestle high above a tidal inlet, the passing railcar 
provided a momentary distraction for a group of sur- 
fers, before we slowly wound away from the beach and 
back to the coastal dairy meadows behind the dunes. 
Someone got off at Dalyston, a little station with siding 
and corrugated iron goods shed set amongst flat grass- 
lands seemingly miles from anywhere. 

A few miles further, the railcar trundled past the 
derelict and rotting remains of the State Coal Mine on 
the outskirts of Wonthaggi, the horn blasting a strange 
bird call like warning at the Bass Hwy level crossing. 
Just on 1230, the railcar trundled through the yard 
points and into the terminal platform, which was sur- 
mounted by a standard VR station building with a vast 
awning. Armed with bags, beach towels and 
surfboards, the few remaining passengers alighted 
while the stationmaster and his assistant distributed 
parcels and consignments. The four road yard (with 


Wonthaggi on 30.12.75. (John Dare 


dead end extrensions at the Nyora end) was full of 
trucks left by the previous days freight, indicating a 
fairly healthy state of affairs, and there was a large 
galvanised iron goods shed and derrick demise. The 
stationmaster was a fine PR man for the VR, keen to 
defend his railway and its future role in transporting 
the district’s freight. 

Sadly, these rumours later proved to be true. The 
following year, in 1977, the railcar service was can- 
celled and replaced by a VR road bus running directly 
to and from Melbourne, the freight train service 
lingering a little longer until it too was usurped with the 
opening of the Korumburra freight centre in.May 
1978. From that date, road trucks took over between 
Korumburra and Wonthaggi, regular freight train ser- 
vices being discontinued on the branch forthwith. 
Although the line remained technically open for truck 
load consignments such as superphosphate, the track 
steadily deteriorated until it was permanently closed in 
November 1978. 


Y119 heading the Nyora to Wonthaggi goods waits at Anderson as 29RM arrives with the morning Up service from 


“T” for Tocumwal 


Early on a Friday morning in September 1981, after 
two days of drenching rain, the buildings of Numurkah 
glisten in the fresh clean air of a new, hopefully drier 
day. 

I have a ticket in my hand to spend a morning in 
New South Wales, travelling per medium of the daily 
Shepparton - Tocumwal goods, which sits in the plat- 
form road awaiting departure. Like the weather, the 
train consist today is nothing special, T407’s load com- 
prising a VLEX bogie box wagon and the guard’s van, 
21ZLP. At 07 45, with the clouds gradually breaking to 
reveal welcome splashes of sunlight, T407 roars out of 
Numurkah, crossing in succession a street and then 
the turnout points to the Picola line. With the houses 
of the town behind us, we barrel down a straight well 
tended track, the little train rocking and swaying 
behind the engine. In no time, we clatter non stop past 
the silos at Katunga, where the station building has 
recently been levelled (Katunga had a caretaker until 
1969), and roll onwards through intensively farmed 
irrigated prairie lands. The district has a mixed rural 
economy, dairy farms predominating with wheat, 
sheep and citrus fruit growing pursuits, and drainage 
ditches criss cross paddocks, often fringed with 
windbreaks of poplars and pines. Farms are small and 
well maintained, exuding a healthy air of prosperity in 
contrast to some of the larger holdings in the dry coun- 
try elsewhere in the state. 
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Strathmerton is the first stop, and there is a cheese 
factory and hotel opposite the station. As the dairy fac- 
tory workers arrive for another day’s toil, the guard 
attends to the safeworking and points. Up ahead, the 
Cobram line fades off into the distance, the track only 
being used nowadays during the super and wheat. 
movements. Prior to the opening of the freight centre 
at Shepparton in 1978, there was a twice weekly freight | 
train to Cobram and a stationmaster at Strathmerton to 
boot. With no trucks on the train for Strathmerton, our 
stop is a short one, and soon we’re curving around to 
the north, crossing the Murray Valley Highway on the 
level with much commotion from 407’s horn. | 

After a few miles of flat farm lands, Mywee is. 
passed, the site of the stockyards and siding (which 
closed in 1976) lurking in the dry grass by the line. The 
country around Mywee is delightful, and there are 
shady groves and pockets of river red gums and box 
trees beside the line interspersed with small dairy 
farms and orchards. Suddenly, we leave the cultivated 
land and enter the red gum swamps and billabongs 
fringing the Murray River. Galahs shriek in protest at 
this unwelcome visitor, and kangaroos crash through 
the undergrowth as the train approaches, rolling on a 
low embankment through the forest. With a mournful 
blast of the diesel’s horn, the train suddenly converges 
with the Newell Highway at a gated crossing and rum- 
bles onto the combined road and rail bridge over the 


T375 crosses the combined road and rail bridge over the Murray River at Tocumwal on Fri.17.5.85 with an empty 
wheat train. (Rick Coles) 


| Murray, whose brown waters eddy and swirl below the 
/main span. With all the commotion everyone in 
Tocumwal knows when the train is coming into town, 
and motorists are obliged to wait at each end of the 
bridge while the VR takes centre stage. Once off the 
bridge, we roll down off the roadway to cross the 
| Deniliquin Rd near a delightful two storey hotel to 
|} enter the station yard. 
| Despite its location within New South Wales, 
/Tocumwal has its main links with Victoria, the bulk of 
the wheat and general freight flowing to and from the 
| south. The Shell, BP and Mobil depots are served by a 
broad gauge siding on the eastern side, and fuel moved 
by rail from Victoria for many years, but the fuel dis- 
charge valves seemed little used on the occasion of my 
| visit. The New South Wales train service is not par- 
| ticularly conducive to stronger links with Sydney, for 
apart from the thrice weekly diesel train, only one 
‘freight train per week on Tuesdays is scheduled to 
/amble up the track from Narrandera. Even this meagre 
/service is highly conditional, particularly beyond 
| Finley. The station yard is essentially a standard VR 
four road terminus, with the NSW yard and back plat- 
form somewhat of an after thought (the NSW exten- 
sion from Finley only opened in 1914). Despite the 
/absence of passenger services on the Victorian side 
(they were withdrawn in 1976), a substantial station 
awning provides shade on the main platform in con- 
trast to the spartan back platform used by the diesel 
| train from Narrandera. Friday is usually a non train day 
on the NSW side, but 4831 is stabled there in the yard, 
having brought up an exhibit train from Jerilderie. 
Located on a delightful red gum wooded bend of the 
Murray River, the town centre is about 2 mile east of 
the station, and I ajourn to the local cafe for a much 
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10ORM rests at the terminus station of Cobram prior to operating the afternoon trip back to Strathmerton on 
27.12.74. (Ray Chapman) 


needed breaxfast. From rather average beginnings this 
morning, the day has turned out to be sunny after all, 
and a leisurely meal is enjoyed observing the activity in 
the main street. Back at the station, the crew have 
finished the shunting, and the return train is made up 
in the platform road ready for departure back to Vic- 
toria. With no wheat being loaded today, traffic is 
rather light, the train consisting of T407 hauling three 
empty J cement hoppers, two VLCX bogie box 
wagons, and the van. Promptly on time, with the sole 
passenger on board, the train trundles out of the yard 
crossing the disused points and crossings leading to the 
derelict Tocumwal flour mill. Once again, rail holds 
sway on the Murray River bridge, and motorists and 
truckies look on impatiently as the train slowly clatters 
across the centre lift span and down through the gated 
crossing at the southern end, on Victorian soil again. 

The gatekeeper quickly closes the gates against the 
rail for another day after we pass, and soon we’re back 
in the red gum forest, the noise of wheels on track 
echoing amongst the thick trunks of stately eucalypts. 
Following a quick run across the flat dairy meadows 
around Mywee, a strong rather unpleasant smell from 
the cheese factory’s disposal pond signals our approach 
to Strathmerton, where staffs are exchanged and sig- 
nals restored for the next train. As there are no trains 
scheduled later to Cobram for wheat or fertiliser, the 
little office is locked up for the day, and T407 trundles 
out of the yard, the train swinging through a long curve 
to the south. After a non stop run through Katunga 
and flat fertile farming country, the Numurkah home 
signal is passed and T407 enters the station yard, 
where it is promptly run around for its next turn of 
duty (working a superphosphate train to Nathalia on 
the Picola branch). 
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Traffic 


Comeng poised to win deal: Comeng Holdings Ltd is 
poised to repeat its recent $200 million rail export suc- 
cess in Hong Kong with the sale of XPT trains to Thai- 
land. The deal, which would be worth more than $100 
million, is in the final stage of negotiations and Austra- 
lian interests are confident it will be completed in the 
next few weeks. 


Suburban trains beset by 21 bans: At least 21 
industrial bans or limitations, some of them up to 
seven years old, are disrupting many of Melbourne’s 
suburban train services. MetRail also has serious 
operational problems, with dozens of equipment 
failures every day and frequent staff shortages. One 
punctuality report listed the case of a Dandenong train 
delayed because the guard was unsure of his destina- 
tion. 

Recent figures collected by the Metropolitan Transit 
Authority show that about 20 per cent of suburban 
train services, or 400 of the 2000 journeys scheduled 
each day, are officially classed as late. But the Victorian 
definition of a late train does not include those that are 
cancelled or less than six minutes behind schedule. 
Many of the present industrial actions involve mainte- 
nance delays, causing train shortages. One ban 
imposed by two unions has stopped the use of all-blue 
Harris trains in off-peak periods. 

Other actions have closed railway sidings, disrupted 
capital works programs or delayed some staff training, 
and one row involving railway investigation officers 
has led to a ban on security patrols at Transport House, 
where the Minister for Transport, Mr Roper, has his 
office. Trains travelling between Belgrave and Upper 
Ferntree Gully are restricted to 30 km/h because of 
bans imposed by train drivers over the condition of 
tracks. 

Another ban, imposed in June 1978 by workers in 
the Melbourne train maintenance depot, has restricted 


the amount of track available for inspecting asbestos- 
lined blue suburban trains. This has increased repair 
times and worsened train shortages. The train troubles 
are of great concern to Mr Roper, (who claims the Met 
is improving). 

Transport officials claimed recently that union dis- 
putes caused about half the problems in Melbourne’s 
suburban rail network. One source said: ‘‘As soon as 
you get close to an issue dear to their hearts it becomes 
more important than on-time running”’. (IBB) | 


Cost halts rail shed: The State Transport Authority | 
has halted plans for a carriage maintenance workshop | 
at Dudley St, West Melbourne, because of concerns | 
over cost. It is believed STA chairman, Keith | 
Fitzmaurice, personally ordered the halt to the project. | 
In 1983, STA’s estimates put the cost at $7 million. 
The latest estimate shows it at $33.8 million. Despite 
repeated requests, the authority has given no reason 
for the massive increase. Nor would it disclose how 
much has already been spent. The Transport Minister, 
Mr Roper, refused to comment on the increase. (IBB) 


Grain freight rates set to rise: A corporate draft plan 
released by V/Line has left no doubt that grain freight 
rates for the coming season would have to rise. 
However, the Minister for Transport, Mr Roper, said 
no increases would be announced until there had been 
full discussions between all parties involved, including 
the Victorian Farmers and Graziers Association. 
The V/Line report says 60 per cent of total rail costs 
are incurred in interest, depreciation, track and bridge 
maintenance and overheads. ‘‘In the long term these 
costs need to be recovered from the market place to 
ensure efficient allocation of resources. Grain freight 
rates therefore need to make a significant contribution 
towards these costs, although in the final analysis, rates 
will need to be market based’’, the report says. 
V/Line cost recovery levels for freight and country 
passenger services are 55 and 25 per cent respectively. 


Hauling a 600 hp type rail car and trailer, Y135 makes an unusual sight as it passes through 
Bentleigh on Mon.1.7.85. (Ken Avery) 
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Sat.22.6.85 saw the first G class visit Bendigo. Pictured with Mount Macedon in the background, T348 hauling a 
dead G514 on the 09 40 Down Bendigo goods approaches Woodend. G514 underwent modifications and replace- 
ment of a broken windscreen at Bendigo North Workshops. (John Dare) 


The State Government has set a 100 per cent cost 
recovery goal for freight services and 50 per cent 
recovery for country passenger services in the next five 
years. The report says unless changes are imple- 
mented, V/Line’s deficit will increase from $240 mil- 
lion in 1983-84 to in ‘‘well in excess” of $500 million 
by 1988-89. 

Grain is recognised as the most important com- 
modity group in V/Line’s freight business. The report 
says the operational pattern for future harvests will be 
on the basis of the Central Receival Point system with 
bigger block trains to load at fewer receival points to 
maximise efficiency. (IBB) 


Think twice on closures: The State Government 
should think twice before it moves to close railway 
lines serving the North-East, Benalla Shire councillors 
have warned. Speaking at their recent meeting, coun- 
cillors said moves to close the Shepparton - Katamatite 
and Springhurst - Wahgungah lines would place an 
additional burden on road authorites in the North- 
East. 

Council voted to write to V/Line advising them that 
if the lines were closed, additional funds would have to 
be made available to the road authorites — including 
the Benalla Shire — to compensate for additional 
damage to the roads. The Australian Railways Union 
had written to the shire asking for support against the 
proposed closures. (DMG) 


Train service to be examined: A detailed examination 
is to be made of the train services to Glenrowan, the 
Minister for Transport, Mr Tom Roper, has 
announced. Mr Roper announced the inquiry in a let- 
ter to the Benalla Shire Council earlier this month. 
(DMG) 
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Railways on track to disaster: V/Line s plan to cut 
three hours off travel times on the Sydney - 
Melbourne route by using the new 150 km/h XPT 
trains was vetoed by the superme authority in Vic- 
torian public transport. That authority, of course, was 
not V/Line, the Transport Minister, Mr Tom Roper, 
or even State Cabinet. It was the railway unions. Why? 
Because the XPT, as run in NSW, has no electrician; 
the Electrical Trades Union insists that, in Victoria, it 
must have one. 

And why should the XPT have an electrician if it 
works well without one? Because the ETU does not 
see the railways role as being to run an efficient ser- 
vice. They see it as providing jobs. The Cain Govern- 
ment continually broadcasts its commitment to public- 
sector efficiency, to ending waste and making public 
investments pay. Yet its handling of Victoria’s public 
transport system so far has betrayed all these ideals. 

Carrying passengers and freight is one of V/Line’s 
functions in Victorian life, but only one. To the 
unions, its main function is to provide jobs — and they 
have used their power ruthlessly to prevent any change 
which makes it more productive by cutting jobs. In 
1983, for example, V/Line tried to stem the absurd 
cost of its Freightgate parcels business by cutting out 
24 rail freight centres which between them cost $22 
million to run and produced only $3 million in 
revenue. 


Centre pages: Bob Hawke, alias BL26 aptly leads the 
procession of 932-935-T413-C505-937-930-X46 and 


C506 near Brooklyn with No. 9130 Up Serviceton 
express goods on Sun.30.6.85. (John Dare) 
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XPT CREW TRAINING 
IN VICTORIA 


Above: The XPT crosses the Murray River approaching Albury 
during a crew training trip returning from Benalla on 
Sun.11.8.85. The XPT operated on Sundays during July and 
August between Albury and Benalla to train crews in antici- 
pation of its future introduction in Victoria. 


Below: WL257 and T411 wait at Alumatta Loop witn the 09 20 
Up Albury ceca as the XPT arrives from Benalla on 


Sun.11.8.85. (Both photos John Dare) 


NEWSRAIL 


No services would have been cut, as the goods 
would be trucked from the bigger centres. No workers 
would have lost their jobs, as they were guaranteed 
work elsewhere. But the Australian Railways Union 
vetoed the move: it wanted the goods carried by rail. 
And the Cain Government gave in. One suspects a 
similar fate will meet the draft corporate plan V/Line 
released last month to those it calls its ‘‘stakeholders’’: 
“employers, customers, and the wider community” 
(in that oder). Most of us are in that last category. Our 
stake in V/Line basically is that we pay for it. And how. 


In 1983-84, it cost $479 million to run V/Line. Its 
customers paid $216 million, or 45 per cent, of this. 
We taxpayers, who pick up the deficit, paid $263 mil- 
lion: 55 per cent of the cost of providing transport for 
the customers and jobs for the employees. We are, 
arguably, the main stakeholders. And if the draft 
plan’s projections are accurate, we are bound to 
become more so. It offers the Government two 
scenarios. The first assumes ‘‘business as usual’’, con- 
tinuing the policies of heavy investment in new 
rollingstock and track maintenance and a moratorium 
on staff costs and price rises. 


| This scenario spells disaster for Victorian taxpayers. 
By 1988-89, in today’s dollars, V/Line revenue would 
have risen to $289 million. But its costs would be bet- 
'ween $885 million and $966 million, depending on 
refinancing. Net result: a deficit of between $501 mil- 
lion and $582 million. The second scenario is not all 
‘that much better. But by combining the toughest, most 
/hard-headed measures that V/Line hopes the Govern- 
‘ment and unions might accept, that deficit could be 
held to between $345 million and $426 million by 
1989: that is, a saving of $156 million. 


We have a choice, that is, of being bankrupted at a 
gallop or a canter: of each worker being taxed $350 a 
year to meet V/Line’s losses, or just $250 a year. either 


way, the union-run railway will progressively drag 
down the living standards of the average Victorian 
worker. The core of the problem, according to V/ 
Line’s analysis, is that: 


@ Relatively little of V/Line’s huge investment — 
$177 million last financial year — will produce any 
return. Yet it is being funded by market borrowing at 
rates averaging 14 per cent. 

The new passenger trains, for example, in fact dig 
V/Line further into the financial quicksand. First, 
because they will never produce the revenue to pay for 
themselves. Second, they lock V/Line into moving its 
passengers by rail rather than by road. To take a 
passenger 100 kilometres by bus costs $1.80. To take 
100 kilometres by train costs $7.50. If you’re carrying 
four million passengers a year, that’s an awful lot of 
wasted dollars. 

The accelerated track maintenance program is 
needed to make good the lack of repairs in years past. 
But it too will not produce any revenue — yet V/Line 
will have to pay 14 per cent interest each year on the 
money for it. The only way V/Line can meet these 
interest bills is as Latin American countries do: either 
borrow more money to pay the interest, or find some 
diplomatic way of defaulting (such as getting the 
Government to pay). Depending on which it adopts, 
by 1988-89 the annual bill will be either $108 million or 
$164 million. 


@ The second problem is that, as everyone knows, 
V/Line is grossly overmanned. It still maintains stan- 
dard three-man crews on trains, although many over- 
seas railways use two or even one. Moreover, train 
crews spend barely half their time on the trains: 44 per 
cent of time is spent on the ground, further doubling 
staff needs. 

In head office, in the shunting yards, in servicing, 
maintenance and train examination, as well as on the 


935 and C501 wait at Serviceton on Sat.16.3.85 while a crew change takes place. 


(Greg O’Brien) 
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The 06 30 Ballarat to Skipton goods arrives at Linton on Wed.27.3.85. Recently the line speed on this track was 
reduced to 15 km/h, providing a somewhat uncertain future for the Skipton branch. (Justin Oakley) 


trains, the plan proposes to trim the staff from the pre- 
sent 13,900 to 11,562 by 1989. No one would be 
sacked; all of this would be carried out by attrition. But 
will the unions accept it? Will the Cain Government 
force them to? You would be a brave man to bet on it. 

@ Much of V/Line’s freight service produces very 
little revenue. Freightgate, for example, now produces 
$9 million in revenue while costing $37 million to run. 
Even larger-scale freight is generally uneconomic for 
V/Line to carry under existing price contracts. In the 
Adelaide corridor, for example, roughly one-third of 
freight is carried for less than the cost of running the 
trains! 


L1157 crosses the Bunyip River near Longwarry with 
Tues.7.5.85. (Rick Coles) 


The plan proposes selective price increases where | 
market pressures allow. It also points out that the 
effective subsidy to road transport (because truck do 
not pay for the damage they do to the roads) makes an 
economic rail freight system impossible. But it adds 
that even if V/Line won more traffic from the roads, 
under the present overmanning it would add to the 
deficit rather than reduce it. At least V/Line is in no 
danger of being privatised. But it is an awful example 
of what can go wrong when the worthy ideals of public 
ownership of resources and worker involvement in 
decision-making are exploited by union empire 
builders. (Age) 


a ballast train consisting of VHMY hopper wagons on 


WARRNAMBOOL LINE & BRANCHES 


Steam Age R Visits Colac: On Fri.28.8.85, R766 was 
scheduled to visit Colac with the Melbourne Limited. 
The schedule was Spencer St depart 19 24, run express 
to Colac arrive 21 30. Colac depart 22 30, run express 
‘to Spencer St arrive 00 43. On the night, however, 
things did not run according to plan. A track fault bet- 
ween Geelong and South Geelong delayed the train for 


‘some time and it is believed to have finally departed 


Geelong at 21 46 (76 late). Colac arrival was at 22 55 
(85 late). The loco took water from two fire hydrants 
and this took approximately 65 minutes. The loco then 
ran round the train and proceeded to the turntable. 
After turning, the loco returned to the train, which was 
‘then prepared for departure. Colac departure was at 
00 27 (117 late) and Spencer St arrival is believed to 
have been around the 02 50 mark. 

R766, 3PCO, 501 Weeroona, 107 Johnnie Walker 
Club Car, 605 Wendouree, 604 Corangamite, 18CE was 
‘the train consist upon arrival at Colac. It is believed 
‘that more Friday night Colac excursions have been 
planned for the near future. (WDSRS) 


SUBURBAN LINES 


Surrey Hills: July was quiet at first, but ended with a 
hectic and varied rush of unique combinations. Regu- 
lar suburban goods trains were occasionally double- 
headed. On Tues.16.7, the Down goods was unusually 
late, and passed at 07 17 with a Ist-series T hauling 5 
louvre vans, 2 GY and a ZMF. On Thurs.18.7 an 
‘unusual pulsating throb heralded the return of an A 
class loco to this line: A73-T399 highballed upgrade at 
23 52 with a ballast train containing 9 hopper wagons, 
vand returned at 05 10. On the last three nights of the 
‘month, a ballast ran with 9 hoppers and one gondola 
wagon. On Mon.29.7 the power was $300-P18, passing 
‘on the Down at 23 30 and returning at 0510. On 
'Tues.30.7 the power was A79-P21, passing on the 
Down at 23 30. On Wed.31.7 the power was A78-P19, 


| 
- ; | 
* | 
~ Hh 


/OCTOBER 1985 


passing on the Down at 23 21 and returning at 04 26. 
During the month workmen cleaned the brick retain- 
ing wall forming the northern face of the island plat- 
form (RBS) 


Eastern and South-eastern lines: South-east goods: 
On Mon.19.8.85 the 18 20 Down Korumburra goods 
(9491) passed through Springvale at 19 15 and con- 
sisted of T343-3xVFTY-VBBY-VLCX-VOCX- 
6VVAP, the three VFTYs being loaded with steel 
pipes. On Tues.20.8.85 the same train passed through 
Springvale at 2050 and consisted of T324-ALCX- 
1VBAX-4xABAA-VOBX-643ZL. ZL vans have not 
been seen on the Yarram line for many months. 
(MLW) 


SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES 


Trains of interest: 

Wed.31.7: T387, 397, 398, 383 — Up grain 21=62, 
13 30 Ballarat 

Thurs.1.8: T353, T393, 380, Y145 — Up grain 34=68, 
17 40 Stawell 

Wed.7.8: T359, 384, 377, Y159 — Up grain 34=68, 
21 35 Stawell 

Thurs.15.8: S309, T361, 384 — Up grain 37=77, 19 30 
Stawell 

Wed.21.8: G511, T379, 386, 412, 372, 393 — Up grain 
37=71, 17 40 Stawell 

Sat.24.8: 931, 934, 932, 940, 938, 935 — Up Jet 
29=78, 08 30 Stawell, (last 3 locos dead). (PJM) 


Passenger variations: Wed.31.7. The Up Overland 
was hauled by $310 alone. The load was 13 vehicles 
and it arrived at Stawell at 05 20. Sat.10.8. The Up 
Dimboola was hauled by V/Line S317 and S309 with 
two N sets. Noted at Stawell at 08 15. Normal load is 
one S or X and N set. (PJM) 


Comeng trains showing off MetRail and VicRail colour 
schemes pass each other at Croxton during January 1985. 
(Stewart Browne) 
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Rollingstock 


X50 — Mildura: X50 can be recorded in history for 
being the first of the second series X class to be 
rostered to Mildura, arriving on Mon.5.7, with X34 on 
the Vinelander. The first X class locomotive to Mildura 
was X43 on 12th November, 1977. (BMcL) 


SAR locos: On p. 255 of the August Newsrail, RBS 
asked, among other things, why an ‘X’ appears on 
SAR locos. The following information was obtained 
from the December 1972 issue of The Buffer Stop (the 
journal of the South Australian Railway Modellers 
Association Inc). The ‘X’ is a train destination sign, 
indicating to railway staff in South Australia that the 
train is to work over the South line. Other routes have 
different symbols, all of which are yellow on a black 
background, and measure 1334” (350 mm) square. At 
night the destination is indicated by marker lights. 


I do not know just when these targets were 
introduced but, from published photographs, Adelaide 
suburban trains used them in the early 1950s, although 
the 900 and 930 class diesels did not carry them before 
the early 1960s. They are not displayed by the STA’s 
2000 class railcars, which have an illuminated head- 
code, or by standard and narrow gauge trains. ANR’s 
new BL class locos are not provided with a holder for 
the targets, but the broad gauge members of the class 
are most likely restricted to South line services in any 


SOUTH: Between Adelaide, Mitcham, Blackwood, 
Belair and Bridgewater. 


NORTH: Between Adelaide, Islington, Northfield, 
Penfield and North Gawler. 


case. V/Line locos operating in South Australia also do 
not carry the targets. 

It should be noted that the target indicates the 
destination of the train, and a train originating on the 
South line would carry the target for its destination 
(e.g., North line target for a Peterborough bound 
train). (RW) 


Vintage Train mystery tour: The Vintage Train ran 
on Sun.7.7 to Laverton via Paisley, returning via 
Westona to Flinders St, then to Port Melbourne, 
Spencer St, and Epping. K153 was used all day, with 
some assistance from E1109. (RBS) 


Steamage — The Melbourne Limited: Steamrail 
locomotive R761 was used for the recent Swan Hill trip 
as Steamage locomotive R766 (rescued from a Ben- 
digo Park) had not completed its road tests in time. 
R766 ran a test trip to Bendigo on 19.6.85 followed by a 
second Bendigo trip on 23.6.85. The locomotive is 
believed to have run at least one test trip to Geelong in 
addition to the Bendigo trips. (WDSRS) 


Locomotive restoration: R707 (Plan R) This locomo- 
tive is scheduled to commence road tests during July 
1985. J550 (Steamrail Victoria) This locomotive has 
been removed from Mirboo North and taken to 
Newport for inspection and a decision on its future. It 
is likely to be used as a source of spare parts. (WDSRS) 


OUTER HARBOUR: Between, Adelaide, Port Dock, Semaphore, 
and Outer Harbour. 


GRANGE: Between Adelaide, Hendon and Grange. 


FINSBURY: Between Adelaide and Finsbury. 


PORT STANVAC: Between Adelaide, Marino, Hallett Cove 
and Port Stanvac (and Christie Downs line). 


NEWSRAIL 


6NA on display at the Melbourne City Square during Victoria’s 150th Birthday celebrations on Mon.10.12.84. 


RT15: RT15S was noted behind T361-T355, 9304 Up 
Shepparton goods, on Tues.16.7.85. The waybill stated 
that the tractor had come from Spotswood on 10.7.85, 
via Seymour to Tocumwal. This tractor was sent back a 
few days later because it did not have enough power 
for load workings at Tocumwal. A more powerful rail 
iractor was sent on the Down Tocumwal goods on 
Mon.15.8.75, number was not noted of that rail trac- 
‘or. (MT) 

192M: Hitachi silver motor 192M has been sighted in 
service during August with tinted windows fitted in the 
entre doors on both sides. (MLW) 


Harris cars: Further to August Newsrail pp. 242 and 
250, the Harris car damaged by fire (lit by vandals) on 
Fri.28.6.85 was 651T, within a week it was wrapped in 
black plastic, as was 664T, and was removed on 
Tues.9.7.85 probably to Clayton tip. Also, the hopper 
windows were only fitted to second series trailers with 
one exception, second series motor 732M which may 
have had them fitted in 1980 following an internal fire 
in the No.2 end of the saloon. The Harris car fitted 
with the stainless steel panels is 560BT, the matter 
having been reported at least once before, the last 
report can be found in Feb. 1979 Newsrail, p. 20. 
(MLW) 


AN Alcos 937 and 938 refuge at Bank Box Loop with No.9121 express goods bound for Adelaide as B65 overtakes 


with the 12 30 Down Ballarat pass. on Sat.25.5.85. (See item on opposite page regarding SAR locos). (Both photos 


John Dare) 


2s x (unSNy |eW) jSAep aSau4y ajqisSoaW! SI DUIYJON “Gg‘’6'Ze2'S4Ny UO ald} 94} payeodas — 
urebe 99/¥y pue ‘ules Spoob Buojaay ay} pajney osje 7024 ‘S9g'e'SL'S4ny UC ‘Bulssoly siaddoy Bulyseosdde ajay pasnjoid ‘diz} }S9} e UO SpooB pie, Buojaay 
YON - PseA WeEYUSHOL OF 6O OU} Painey 99/y GE'g'gL'senL UO LUaddeyY Jadu PjnoMm sadIAsas ules} JejNBa, s,9uI7/A Buljney SaAyowoso] weajs ples ou 


mi 


mT 


jjmanaaul : 


Above: With a luxury load of a double N set and Norman car, 
R707 leaves Melton bound for Bacchus Marsh during the 
official launching of R707 as the City of Melbourne on 


CLASS MANIA Sia 
R L Below: A long awaited sight for hundreds of steam enthusiasts 


as R766 and R761 cross Moorabool Viaduct with the 15 
carriage ARE/Steam Age double-headed R class trip to Ararat 
on Sun.8.9.85. (Both photos John Dare) 
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Works 


Koroit line dismantling report: On Tues.23.7.85 the 
rails had been removed from the Up end of the Merri 
River bridge to the level-crossing at milepost 172'A. 
Work was in progress between the level-crossings at 
milepost 1722 and milepost 172'4. Rails had been 
dragged to stockpiles at various level-crossings and the 
Illowa station yard. A low-loader type road vehicle was 
being used to transport the rails from these temporary 
stockpiles to Warrnambool station yard where they 
were again stacked before being loaded onto rail trucks 
for final removal from the district. At the Dennington 
end, removal commenced from a point three rail 
lengths on the Dennington side of the bridge. 

By Tues.13.8.85, work had reached the level-cross- 
ing at milepost 174'4, near the Murray-Goulburn fac- 
tory on the outskirts of Koroit township. Rail removal 
should be complete by the end of August. A start is yet 
to be made on the removal of sleepers from the former 
line. This will probably be carried out by contractors as 
was the case with the Koroit - Port Fairy line. 


Update on Koroit line dismantling: The works were 
inspected on Sun.18.8.85. Dog spike removal was close 
to Koroit yard although the rails were yet to be 
removed for some distance from Koroit. Most roads in 


Koroit yard were partially dismantled. It was reported - 


that by Wed.21.8 only the main line remained at 
Koroit. Tenders have been called for the removal of 
the sleepers between Dennington and Koroit. 
(WDSRS) 


Portland progress: Portland was paid a visit o1 
Mon.22.7.85. Earthworks were well advanced at thi 
exchange sidings where the new locomotive depot wil 
be constructed. The works were concentrated on th 
Down side of the exchange sidings and consisted o 
filling low lying land. Steel sections on the site ar 
believed to be for the extension of the footbridg 
across the additional tracks which are to be laid in th 
area. 


Earthworks were also well advanced in preparatio1 
for the laying of additional tracks between the arrival. 
departure siding and the sorting sidings. The new for 
mation appears wide enough for at least two additiona 
tracks. 


Locomotives in the area were Y158 (grain pilot) 
Y122 (yard pilot), T380 (in yard) and T353 (stabled i1 
lead to BP siding). (WDSRS) 


New shed: During the first week of July, the wood an 
galvanised iron goods shed at Mildura was demolishec 
to make way for a modern structure similar to tha 
recently opened at Shepparton. To provide storage fo 
goods items, six off-register B wagons are used. Thes' 
wagons were used in Shepparton for similar purposes 


(BMcL) 


Y168 powers through Broadford with an Up ballast train o1 
Thurs.11.4.85. (Keith Trueman) 
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The latest in government cuts? No, just a failed turntable at 
South Dynon Loco on Sun.14.4.85. (Graham Withers) 


} 

Benalla works: When I visited Benalla railway station 
on Sat.20.7.85, work was in progress on relaying the 
Up end point at Benalla loop. 160 kg rail was used fixed 
:0 wooden sleepers and secured by the pandrol clip rail 
fastener. Approximately 10 metres each side of the 


yoint, the same type of track was used. All in readiness 


for the InterCity XPT services. GM28 was the first 
rain to christen the new work, with the 16 26 Down 
Albury goods. The Down end point was completed two 
eeks beforehand. The following locos were also at 
enalla: 
own end Benalla yard — 
T403-T334, empty steel/GH hoppers. 
T402-X43, grain bogie hopper wagons GJFs, 
VHGY. 
Loco siding — 
Y172-T335-T355, all coupled together. (MT) 


Glenrowan loop: On Sun.4.8, the new turnout at the 
p end of Glenrowan loop was nearly completed with 
the point motor and associated fittings being fitted to 
the fabricated turnout. A fabricated turnout has been 
manufactured at the Down end of the Up Cripple Rd at 
the Up end of Alumatta loop. (DMG) 


Signal works Springvale - Dandenong: Over two 
weekends, 10-12.8.85 and 24-26.8.85 the following 
changes to positioning of signals in the section 
Springvale - Dandenong were effected: 
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Signals D780 and D882 were abolished and replaced by 
new signals bearing the same numbers, 100 and 50 
metres respectively in the Down direction. 

Signals D806 and D825 were abolished, D806 being a 
Home signal controlled from Sandown Park and 
used only on days when there is a race meeting at 
Sandown Park Racecourse. 

New signals D794 (Home signal controlled by San- 
down Park), D809, D810, D826, D829, D845, 
D862, D881, D899, D906 and D920 were provided. 

Also automatic boom barriers and pedestrian boom 
barriers were provided at Corrigan Rd, Heatherton 
Rd, and Chandler Rd, Noble Park. 

Signalling diagrams 6/75 and 35/85 were cancelled and 
diagram 3/85 became effective as from 24.8.85. 
(A2407, A2419, MLW) 


A.R.H.S. 
RAILWAY MUSEUM 


Open Sat. - Sun. and public holidays 2 - 5 pm 


Mid-week visits by arrangement: Tel. 596 3249 


Miniature Live Steam rides: 
4th Sunday of month — Feb. - Nov. 


CHAMPION ROAD, NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 
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WALKER RAIL CAR 
LOOK-A-LIKE 


Above: Ex County Donegal Railways of Ireland rail cars 19 and 
20 at Douglas, Isle of Man on 26.5.85. Each unit is articulated 
with coupling rods connecting wheels on the driving bogie. 
There is no m/u arrangement so one unit tows the other. The 

were built in 1950/51 and purchased for the Isle of Man in 
1961. The power bogie built by Walker Bros of Wigan UK is 
powered by a 6LW Gardner engine. (B J Webber) 


Below: 21RM and 51MT leave Yering with the 16 50 Lilydale to 
Healesville trip on 25.2.75. (Robert Carlisle) 


Taildisc 


Reprinted from the Adelaide Advertiser 
of Thurs.18.4.1985. 


It’s hard to believe a few kilograms of little creepy- 
crawlies can stop hundreds of tonnes of steel locomo- 


tive and rail carriages in their tracks. 


But it’s happening in the Adelaide Hills. 

The millipede plague has been big enough this autumn 
to delay the Overland, Australian National’s overnight 
passenger train to Melbourne, as well as some STA 
commuter services. 

“The millipedes get on the railway lines and are 
squashed by the train wheels”’, an AN spokesman said 
yesterday. 

_ “The wheels lose traction. It’s more of a problem in 
the steeper parts of the Hills. The delays we’ve had and 
the ways of getting traction again depend on the weight 
of the train’’. 

__ AN had been asked to respond to a letter to the edi- 
cor in the Advertiser yesterday from Anetta Drumm, of 
Longwood, who complained that on 8th April the 
Overland, due at Bridgewater at 9.04 pm, had not 
arrived until 10.30 pm She said her daughter subse- 
quently had missed the connection with the 
Melbourne - Sydney train. AN said millipedes had 
delayed the Overland that night. 

The STA’s chief traffic manager, Mr R J Heath, 
confirmed yesterday some STA trains had been 
jelayed by wheel slip caused by millipedes on the 
Bridgewater line though the Hills. 

Meanwhile, AN says it wants to talk to V/Line (for- 
merly VjcRail) officials on why the Melbourne - 
sydney train was allowed to leave before the arrival of 
‘he Overland, as stated in the letter to the editor. It is 
dolicy for that train to wait if the Overland is delayed a 
reasonable time getting to Melbourne. The Overland 
was 1% hours late on 9th April. 


Corrections July Newsrail: 

* Page 205: the last three lines are faulty. In two places 
a tractive effort of 222000 should read 222200. The 
2nd last line should read Ravenswood — milepost 
7 while the last line should be headed Milepost 
85'h. 


* Page 213: Warrnambool 4.4: the van UVCP17 
| should read VVCP17. 


Page 213: Skipton: 12GH should read 12/GH (ie., 
twelve wagons, not just one wagon numbered 12). 


* Page 213: Serviceton line observations: The 
Thurs.23.5 railcar observation is of the 08 10 Down 
Kyneton, not a Serviceton line train. 


* Page 214: North-East observations. The Sun.12.5 
observation should have MT reading empty. An MT 
is a railmotor trailer, not a car carrier. In the 
Mon.13.5 observation of 8321 passenger, 6BX 
should read 6BS. (RBS) 


Met — Joke: At 04 47 on Fri.9.8, a faulty door was 
jiscovered on carriage 716M, the driver’s compart- 
ment of a blue train due to run from Flinders St to 
Glen Waverley. When a repairman could not be found, 
he return service was cancelled. Barely 30 minutes 
ater, a faulty heater on another blue train delayed a 
Dakenham service by eight minutes. Then a 
Sandringham train was 10 minutes late because of a 


~ 
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‘defective air ride’. An ‘area controller error’ delayed 
an Epping line service for 14 minutes. And a faulty 
light on a silver train’s destination board stopped a 
return service to Frankston. 

Finally, at 22 48, after a day of sticking brakes, 
broken train heaters, staff shortages and a guard 
reporting to the wrong platform at Flinders St (delay- 
ing a train for six minutes), the last of the day’s 76 dis- 
ruptions occurred at Narre Warren as a Pakenham- 
bound service neared its destination. A pantograph on 
the silver train became entangled in ‘droppers’, the 
short vertical wires that suspend overhead power lines. 
Twenty minutes later, the train arrived at Pakenham 
and was shunted into a siding. Two more return ser- 
vices were cancelled. 

The events of that fruitless Friday on the Met — one 
of the worst days for public transport this year — are 
among hundreds detailed every week in MetRail’s 
‘Items of Information’, a confidential, comprehensive 
and often controversial dossier of what is wrong with 
our trains. They have also helped to inspire the crea- 
tion of the performance assessment coordination exer- 
cise, the latest in a series of Transport Ministry initia- 
tives aimed at reviving Melbourne’s sick rail system. 

Under that scheme, more than 120 managers 
employed by the Metropolitan Transit Authority will 
be required to wear special ‘Pace’ jackets and ride the 
rail system to find out first-hand what irks train tra- 
vellers and to gather ideas on how to overcome the 
troubles. 

Copies of MetRail documents obtained by the Age 
list a daily average of 46 ‘defect notices’ between 
Wed.24.7 and Sun.11.8. Most entries concerned 
mechanical problems or shortages of staff and trains. 
But there were also occasional human causes, such as 
the sleeping signalman who delayed an Epping line 
train for 14 minutes on a recent Sunday. 

Documents held by the Age also list numérous cases 
of drivers and guards ‘out of position’ when a train is 
due to depart, crews arriving late or failing to report for 
work, and serious shortages of guards which railway 
sources say are causing about 40 cancellations each 
day. The reports also list many petty items which, 
although they do not affect train performance and can 
be rectified quickly, are blamed for many cancellations 
and delays each day. A faulty door latch disrupted a 
Dandenong-bound train for eight minutes, a broken 
speedometer delayed a Werribee train for 12 minutes 
(and three others by seven minutes) and a defective 
destination board on a silver train delayed a Frankston 
train and five others by up to 11 minutes each. 

One of the reasons behind preparing post-mortems 
of train performance is to allow Met officials to study 
each incident and take action to ensure that there is no 
repeat. But railway sources said yesterday that the lists 
simply seemed to be growing daily with more of the 
same problems. In an unusual move recently, the 
Minister for Transport, Mr Roper, invited about 120 of 
his transport managers to lunch at a city restaurant 
where he explained the problems of MetRail and 
announced the performance assessment coordination 
exercise program. 

“One of the things we certainly don’t want to 
become is a standing joke’’, Mr Roper told his staff. 
When a comedian gets up and talks about the 07 17 
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from Ringwood — and that did happen several weeks 
ago — then that reflects on every other service. When 
something is not working as well as it might everyone 
has got to share not only the blame but the respon- 
sibility to get things working well’’, said Mr Roper. 

‘The performance assessment coordination exercise 
is a proposal that has been worked out to involve 
members of the management team in a different way 
and to get them involved with commuters and other 
railway workers’’, Mr Roper said. ‘‘By regularly travell- 
ing on the system they will be able to identify where 
improvements can be made’’. (Age) 


RAILWAY QUIZ 


Last month’s answer: Flinders St station was opened 
in September 1854 by the Hobson’s Bay Co, Princes 
Bridge was opened in February 1859 by the 
Melbourne and Suburban Co and Spencer St was 
opened in January 1859 by the Victorian Railways. 


This month’s question: When was the first railway in 
Victoria proposed and by whom? 


If YOU are interested in Railways why not join the 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Victorian Division 


Write to the MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 
BOX 5177AA, GPO, MELBOURNE 3001 


A71 at Chiltern with the morning Down pass. to Albury on 
Mon.25.2.85. (Darrell Chadwick) 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
For details on how to place your advertisement and charge: 
see p. 291. 


— WANTED TO SELL 


European tramway system — Rivarossi HO: Set 640’ 
includes yellow powered tramcar and dummy trailer — 
roadway with embedded tramtrack — poles and overheac 
wires — size of layout 60 x 100 cm. One only available 
$250. Our mobile display will be at the Sunbury Model Rail 
way Club Exhibition, Memorial Hall, Sunbury — Sat. 2€ 
Sun. 27 Oct, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. P.J.P. Productions, 20 Dal) 
Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437. Phone: (054) 28 2170. 


Books: Large selection of books dealing with Railway an 
Transport History. Anchorage Bookshop, The Basemen 
353 Flinders Lane, Melbourne, 3000. Phone (03) 62 3047 
Business Hours: Mon. to Fri. 9.30 am to 5.30 pm. Sat. 9.3( 
am to 12.30 pm. 


mary available on cassette — includes 2040 rhp perform 
ance Up Macedon Bank; recorded with ‘UHER’ equipment 
detailed notes included $10.00. Write to: M. L. Etherton, ‘ 
Middleton Street, Highett, 3190. 


Large selection of historical VR manuals, timetables an 
many other railway books. Write for list. S. Watson, 3 Sud 
holz St, Bittern, 3918. Phone: (059) 83 9189. 


WANTED KNOWN 


A. W. (Austin) Balnaves wishes to advise his many friend 
that he has shifted to 1/27 Norma Street, Mile End, Sout 
Australia, 5031. Phone: (08) 352 2012. 


Wanted to buy or borrow any photographs, informatio: 
or other material dealing with the Moe to Walhalla rail 
way. Please contact S. Watson, 3 Sudholz St, Bitterr 
3918. Phone: (059) 83 9189. 
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JUST RAISERS 
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Above: T403 and T322 raise the dust with an empty ballast 
train ascending Bealiba Bank on Sat.16.2.85 during track work 
being carried out on the Mildura line. (Graham Withers) 


Below: The dust is stirred up at Reids Parade level-crossing 
near Hastings as 60RM speeds the 1010 Up Stony Point 
onwards to Frankston on Thurs.17.1.80. (John Dare) 
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Wels NOUNS Silay 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 


5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 890 7027 


Hours: Monday-Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. to noon 
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SHOP : 


YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 
HOBBY CENTRE 
r 
Transport House I 
Ground Floor 


490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 

589 Collins Street Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. 

Melbourne 3000 | Model Trains from U.S.A/U.K. Good range always in-stock. 

New and used models. Bankcard welcome. 


SS 


OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. | 


TRAIN WORLD | 
624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342.. 


OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
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HOBBYCRAFT | 


for Model Railways 
“N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 


1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
Phone: (03) 80 3241 


Telephone 619 4567 
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ALL CLEG-B ENTHUSIASTS 


IS YOUR GAUGE 1 TRACKWORK 
TOO EXPENSIVE? 


Here is the answer 


Hand-made right or left hand points, 
length— 440 mm 
curve radiuS— 22% deg. 
Wired for DC operation. 
Solid brass rail section LGB 
compatible 


RAILWAY T-SHIRTS 
BOOKS, POSTERS 
POST CARDS 


and other collectables @ 


Write for current listing e 
enclosing a 55¢ stamp. e 
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FREE POST No. 6 
P.O. BOX 1013, 
ALICE SPRINGS, 5750 


OR TELEPHONE: (089) 52 3128 


Oren ower 


Printed by Magenta Press Pty. Ltd., 40 Geddes Street, Mulgrave, Victoria, 3170 


® Available either Pine or Jarrah 
sleepers 


® Straight or curved lengths available . 
@ Right or left from $39.50 each 
SEND FOR PRICE LIST — 


M. K. QUINTON 
116 LEGG ROAD, EMERALD, VICTORIA, 3782 
Phone: (059) 68 5058 A.H. 
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